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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983 - Home: (217) 348-7553 
89-116 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EASTERN FACULTY PARTICIPATE IN ECONOMICS CONFERENCE 
March 9, 1989 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University is sending a panel of 
educators to a public policy conference on economic competitiveness 
April 7 at Western Illinois University. 
Dr. Ahmad Murad, chairman of both the Department of Economics and 
the Social Science Program at Eastern, will moderate Eastern's panel, 
which also includes Eastern faculty members Dr. Barbara Haney-Powell of 
the Department of Economics and Dr. Richard Wandling of the Department 
of Political Science. 
The conference, "Economic Competitiveness in Illinois: The State of 
The State," will bring together authorities from business, government, 
agriculture and education to discuss problems of economic development 
faced by Illinois communities today and the future. 
-more-
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Also on Eastern's panel are Antoinette Vasquez, international trade 
consultant in the International Business Division of the Illinois 
Department of Commerce and Community Affairs (IDCCA) and Wallace W. 
Biermann, who manages the information and research activities of six 
professionals in the Research and Analysis Office of the IDCCA. 
This year's conference is sponsored by WIU's Institute for Regional 
and Community Studies and the Board of Governors of State Colleges and 
Universities, governing board for Eastern Illinois, Chicago State, 
Governors State, Northeastern Illinois and Western Illinois 
universities. 
The introduction to the conference will be given by WIU President, 
Dr. Ralph H. Wagoner, and the summation by Chancellor of the BOG, Dr. 
Thomas D. Layzell. Each of the five BOG universities is in charge of a 
panel. 
Among the topics to be discussed by the other university panels are 
Rural Issues, Import-Export Trade, County Wars (The Economics of 
Illinois' Changing Demographics), and Higher Education. 
The conference registration fee is $25 which includes a 
pre-conference reception in the evening on April 6, breakfast rolls, 
lunch, and conference materials and proceedings. For registration 
information contact the Institute for Regional and Community Studies, 
Tillman Hall 413, Western Illinois University, Macomb, IL. 
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